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The Medicaid SUD Benefit: A Response to the Opioid Epidemic 

In 2013 more 
Virginians died 

from opioid 
overdose than 

from car 
accidents  

Number of All Fatal Drug* 
Overdoses in Virginia Cities and 
Counties,  
2007-2014 

*Drugs included Benzodiazepines, 
Cocaine, Heroin, or Prescription Opioids 
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Phase 1: 
January 

2017 

• Metro Richmond 
• Southwest VA 
• Northern Shenandoah 

Valley/Winchester 

Phase 2: 
July 2017 

• Hampton Roads 
• Northern VA 
• New River 

Valley/Roanoke 

Phase 3: 
January 

2018 
• Statewide 

Implementation 

The Medicaid  SUD Benefit: A Response to the Opioid Epidemic 

Supporting the SUD 
benefit means keeping 

Virginia families together 
(#2 cause for VA children 
entering foster care) and 

helps adults return to work 
and contribute to their 

communities. 

Proposed Implementation 
Timeline 

Expand short-term SUD inpatient detox to all Medicaid members 

Expand short-term SUD residential treatment to all Medicaid members 

Increase rates for existing Medicaid/FAMIS SUD treatment services 

Add Peer Support services for individuals receiving SUD benefit 

Require SUD Care Coordinators at Medicaid health plans 

Provide Provider Education, Training, and Recruitment Activities 
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Six Proposed SUD Budget Supports for Current 
Medicaid Members 
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