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SUBJECT:     EPSDT Blood Lead Level Update to Identify Children With Detectable and    

                            Elevated Blood Lead Levels 

  

The purpose of this memorandum is to inform EPSDT screening providers and DMAS-Enrolled 

MCOs to implement the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommendations 

using a reference level of 5 micrograms per deciliter (μg/dL) to identify children with elevated 

blood lead levels. The list of DMAS lead testing laboratories has been updated (Attachment 1).  

 

The DMAS Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment (EPSDT) Provider Manual 

will be updated to include the CDC recommendations on the elevated blood lead levels 

accordingly (Supplement B: Pages 14-17, 25-26; Exhibits: Page 2: EPSDT Screening Procedure 

Codes). 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

No safe blood lead level in children has been identified. Even low levels of lead in blood have 

been correlated with decreased cognitive function (lower IQ scores and decreased academic 

achievement) and increased behavioral effects (behavioral problems and attention-related 

behaviors). Effects of lead exposure cannot be corrected. In addition, the harm that lead causes to 

children increases as their blood lead levels increase. Lead poisoning is 100% preventable.  The 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) projects that there are about a half a million 

children between the ages of one and five years in the United States who possess blood lead 

levels greater than 5 μg/dL, which is the reference level at which the CDC recommends public 

health actions are taken https://www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/acclpp/blood_lead_levels.htm 
 

EPSDT REQUIREMENTS FOR LEAD TESTING 

 

As part of the definition of EPSDT services, the Medical Statute requires coverage for children 

to include both screening and blood lead tests as appropriate, based on age and risk factors.  The 

https://www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/acclpp/blood_lead_levels.htm
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Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) require all Medicaid enrolled children 

receive a blood lead test at 12 months and 24 months of age. In addition, any child between 24 

and 72 months with no record of a previous blood lead screening test must receive one. The 

medical record will be deemed insufficient if the child has not been previously screened. 

Completion of a risk assessment questionnaire does not meet the Medicaid requirement. The 

Medicaid requirement is met only when the two blood lead screening tests identified above (or a 

catch-up blood lead screening test) are conducted. 

(https://www.medicaid.gov/federal-policy-guidance/downloads/cib113016.pdf). 

 

Confirmation of Blood Lead Levels 

 

Blood lead level testing shall be performed on venous or capillary blood; however, additional 

testing may be required, as described below. Filter paper methods are also acceptable and can be 

performed at the provider’s office.  The use of handheld testing machines must be approved 

through the Lead-Safe Virginia Program to assure proper quality assurance and reporting of data. 
 

Tests of venous blood performed by a laboratory certified by the federal Centers for Medicare & 

Medicaid Services in accordance with 42 USC § 263a, the Clinical Laboratory Improvement 

Amendment of 1988 (CLIA-certified), are considered confirmatory. Tests of venous blood 

performed by any other laboratory and tests of capillary blood shall be confirmed by a repeat 

blood test, preferably venous, performed by a CLIA-certified laboratory. Such confirmatory 

testing shall be performed in accordance with the following schedule (requirements of 12VAC5-

90-215): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For consultation and assistance on the treatment of children with elevated venous blood levels 70 

or higher contact Emergency Lead Healthcare through their free medical hotline at 1-866-767-

5323 (1-866-SOS-LEAD).  

 

LEAD TESTING PROCEDURE CODES 

 

There is a concern that not all blood lead screening tests conducted in providers’ offices are 

coded in a way to be included in Medicaid screening data. The providers need to be reminded to 

use the code 83655 for Lead blood testing and one of the following: 36416 or 36415, depending 

on whether the sample is from a capillary or venous site, as shown below. 
   

Service Description  Procedure Code  

Lead Lab Test (paid to Lab or EPSDT screener) CPT 83655  

Capillary Sample (finger, heel, ear stick) CPT 36416  

If result of screening test (μg/dL) is: 
Perform diagnostic test on venous 

blood within:  

5-9 1- 3 months  

10-44 1 week – 1 month  

45-59 48 hours  

60-69 24 hours  

70 or higher Immediately as an emergency lab test  
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Venous Sample (recommended) CPT 36415 

Specimen Handling/Conveyance  CPT 99000  

 

When blood lead testing is provided to a client enrolled in a Virginia Medicaid Managed Care 

Organization (MCO), please follow the MCOs specific billing instructions.  

 

Remember to always verify Medicaid eligibility before services are rendered.  

 

VIRGINIA REGULATIONS FOR DISEASE REPORTING AND CONTROL 

 

The Virginia Regulations for Disease Reporting and Control require physicians and the directors 

of laboratories to report any “detectable” blood lead levels in children ages 0-15 years to the 

Local Health Department within 3 days.  

 

In October 2016, these regulations were updated and “Lead, elevated blood levels” was renamed 

“Lead, reportable levels”. “Lead, reportable levels” now means any detectable blood lead level in 

children 15 years of age and younger and levels greater than or equal to 5 μg/dL in a person older 

than 15 years of age (12VAC5-90-10). This requirement applies to test results confirmed by a 

CLIA-certified laboratory. Results of office-based screening tests do not need to be reported. 

 

Many laboratories submit disease reports by means of secure electronic transmission.  Reports 

may also be submitted by using the Epi-1 form that can be found on the Virginia Department of 

Health (VDH) web site at: 

http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/13/2016/03/Epi1.pdf 

 

For more information, please visit the VDH web site at: 

http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/surveillance-and-investigation/commonwealth-of-virginiastate-

board-of-health/ 

 

MEDICAID FUNDED ENVIRONMENTAL INVESTIGATIONS 

  

Environmental investigations are a service offered by Medicaid through Lead-Safe Virginia and 

local health departments. Environmental investigations are reimbursed to local health 

departments enrolled with DMAS or contracted with a Virginia Medicaid MCO. Medicaid funds 

are not available for the testing of environmental substances such as water, paint, or soil. 

Environmental investigations are conducted when certain criteria are met and may be carried out 

by private entities or environmental health specialists in local health departments who are 

licensed risk assessors. For information about what triggers an environmental lead investigation 

and what it includes, go to http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/environmental-health/childhood-lead-

poisoning-prevention.  

 

For additional questions about environmental lead testing, contact Lead-Safe Virginia toll-free at 

1-877-668-7987. You may also email Lead-Safe Virginia at leadsafe@vdh.virginia.gov. 

 

 

 

http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/surveillance-and-investigation/commonwealth-of-virginiastate-board-of-health/
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/13/2016/03/Epi1.pdf
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/surveillance-and-investigation/commonwealth-of-virginiastate-board-of-health/
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/surveillance-and-investigation/commonwealth-of-virginiastate-board-of-health/
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/environmental-health/childhood-lead-poisoning-prevention
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/environmental-health/childhood-lead-poisoning-prevention


Medicaid Memo: Update  

June 27, 2017  

Page 4 
 

 

 

 

Resources for more information about blood lead testing and lead exposure: 

 

Lead-Safe Virginia:  

https://www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/programs/va.htm 

 

The National Lead Information Center (NLIC):  

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA): 

https://www.epa.gov/lead 

 

CDC Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program  

https://www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/  

 

Coalition To End Childhood Lead Poisoning: 

http://www.greenandhealthyhomes.org/StrategicPlanforEndingLeadPoisoning. 
 

 

Attachment (1): DMAS Lead Testing Laboratories  
 

 

MAGELLAN BEHAVIORAL HEALTH OF VIRGINIA (Behavioral Health Services 

Administrator) 

Providers of behavioral health services may check member eligibility, claims status, check status, service 

limits, and service authorizations by visiting www.MagellanHealth.com/Provider. If you have any 

questions regarding behavioral health services, service authorization, or enrollment and credentialing as a 

Medicaid behavioral health service provider please contact Magellan Behavioral Health of Virginia toll 

free at 1-800-424-4046 or by visiting www.magellanofvirginia.com or submitting questions to 

VAProviderQuestions@MagellanHealth.com. 

 

MANAGED CARE PROGRAMS 

Most Medicaid individuals are enrolled in one of the Department’s managed care programs: Medallion 

3.0, Commonwealth Coordinated Care (CCC), Commonwealth Coordinated Care Plus (CCC Plus), and 

Program of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE).  In order to be reimbursed for services provided to 

a managed care enrolled individual, providers must follow their respective contract with the managed care 

plan/PACE provider.  The managed care plan/PACE provider may utilize different prior authorization, 

billing, and reimbursement guidelines than those described for Medicaid fee-for-service individuals.  For 

more information, please contact the individual’s managed care plan/PACE provider directly.   

 

Contact information for managed care plans/PACE providers can be found on the DMAS website for 

each program as follows: 

 

 Medallion 3.0:   

http://www.dmas.virginia.gov/Content_pgs/mc-home.aspx 

 Commonwealth Coordinated Care (CCC):  

http://www.dmas.virginia.gov/Content_pgs/mmfa-isp.aspx 

 Commonwealth Coordinated Care Plus (CCC Plus):  

http://www.dmas.virginia.gov/Content_pgs/mltss-proinfo.aspx  

https://www.cdc.gov/nceh/lead/programs/va.htm
http://www.greenandhealthyhomes.org/StrategicPlanforEndingLeadPoisoning
http://www.magellanhealth.com/Provider
file:///C:/Users/vmh49622/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/37DLTVL7/www.magellanofvirginia.com
file:///C:/Users/vmh49622/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/37DLTVL7/VAProviderQuestions@MagellanHealth.com
http://www.dmas.virginia.gov/Content_pgs/mc-home.aspx
http://www.dmas.virginia.gov/Content_pgs/mmfa-isp.aspx
http://www.dmas.virginia.gov/Content_pgs/mltss-proinfo.aspx
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 Program of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE): 

http://www.dmas.virginia.gov/Content_atchs/ltc/WEB%20PAGE%20FOR%20PACE%20Sites%

20in%20VA.pdf 

 

COMMONWEALTH COORDINATED CARE PLUS 

Commonwealth Coordinated Care Plus is a required managed long term services and supports program 

for individuals who are either 65 or older or meet eligibility requirements due to a disability. The program 

integrates medical, behavioral health, and long term services and supports into one program and provides 

care coordination for members. The goal of this coordinated delivery system is to improve access, quality 

and efficiency.   Please visit the website at: http://www.dmas.virginia.gov/Content_pgs/mltss-home.aspx.  

 

VIRGINIA MEDICAID WEB PORTAL 

DMAS offers a web-based Internet option to access information regarding Medicaid or FAMIS member 

eligibility, claims status, payment status, service limits, service authorizations, and electronic copies of 

remittance advices. Providers must register through the Virginia Medicaid Web Portal in order to access 

this information. The Virginia Medicaid Web Portal can be accessed by going to: 

www.virginiamedicaid.dmas.virginia.gov.  If you have any questions regarding the Virginia Medicaid 

Web Portal, please contact the Conduent Government Healthcare Solutions Support Help desk toll free, at 

1-866-352-0496 from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, except holidays. The MediCall 

audio response system provides similar information and can be accessed by calling 1-800-884-9730 or 1-

800-772-9996. Both options are available at no cost to the provider.  

 

KEPRO PROVIDER PORTAL 

Providers may access service authorization information including status via KEPRO’s Provider Portal at 

http://dmas.kepro.com. 

 

“HELPLINE”   

The “HELPLINE” is available to answer questions Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 

except on holidays.  The “HELPLINE” numbers are: 

 

1-804-786-6273  Richmond area and out-of-state long distance 

1-800-552-8627  All other areas (in-state, toll-free long distance) 

 

Please remember that the “HELPLINE” is for provider use only.  Please have your Medicaid Provider 

Identification Number available when you call.  

 

TO ALL MEDICAID PROVIDERS:  PROVIDER APPEAL REQUEST FORM NOW 

AVAILABLE 

 

There is now a form available on the DMAS website to assist providers in filing an appeal with the 

DMAS Appeals Division.  The link to the page is http://www.dmas.virginia.gov/Content_pgs/appeal-

home.aspx and the form can be accessed from there by clicking on, “Click here to download a Provider 

Appeal Request Form.”  The form is in PDF format and has fillable fields. It can either be filled out 

online and then printed or downloaded and saved to your business computer.  It is designed to save you 

time and money by assisting you in supplying all of the necessary information to identify your area of 

concern and the basic facts associated with that concern.  Once you complete the form, you can simply 

print it and attach any supporting documentation you wish, and send to the Appeals Division by means of 

the United States mail, courier or other hand delivery, facsimile, electronic mail, or electronic submission 

supported by the Agency.   

 

http://www.dmas.virginia.gov/Content_atchs/ltc/WEB%20PAGE%20FOR%20PACE%20Sites%20in%20VA.pdf
http://www.dmas.virginia.gov/Content_atchs/ltc/WEB%20PAGE%20FOR%20PACE%20Sites%20in%20VA.pdf
http://www.dmas.virginia.gov/Content_pgs/mltss-home.aspx
http://www.virginiamedicaid.dmas.virginia.gov/
http://dmas.kepro.com/
http://www.dmas.virginia.gov/Content_pgs/appeal-home.aspx
http://www.dmas.virginia.gov/Content_pgs/appeal-home.aspx


DMAS Lead Testing Laboratories 

 

 

DMAS Lead Testing Labs Address City State Zip code Phone  

CMC LABORATORY SERVICES 15 CLEVELAND AVE STE 14 MARTINSVILLE VA 24112-2937 (276) 632-9714 

FAIRFAX MED LABORATORIES 4200 PLEASANT VALLEY RD CHANTILLY VA 20151-1211 (703) 222-2313 

LABORATORY CORPORATION OF AMERICA 1447 YORK CT BURLINGTON NC 27215-3361 (336) 584-5171 

LABORATORY CORPORATION OF AMERICA 13900 PARK CENTER RD HERNDON VA 20171-3222 (703) 435-0439 

LABORATORY CORPORATION OF AMERICA 8040 VILLA PARK DR RICHMOND VA 23228-6507 (804) 264-3394 

LABORATORY CORPORATION OF AMERICA 850 GREENBRIER CL STE N CHESAPEAKE VA 23320-0000 (757) 420-2883 

LABORATORY CORPORATION OF AMERICA 1802 BRAEBURN DR SALEM VA 24153-7357 (540) 772-2371 

LAKEVIEW MEDICAL CENTER INC 2000 MEADE PKWY SUFFOLK VA 23434-4259 (757) 934-9309 

MEDEX REGIONAL LABORATORIES 1 MEDICAL PARK BLVD BRISTOL TN 37620-7430 (423) 844-1121 

MEDICAL COLLEGE OF VA HOSP. 401 N 13TH ST RM 522 RICHMOND VA 23224-2119 (804) 828-7284 

PIEDMONT MEDICAL LAB 333 W CORK ST STE 215 WINCHESTER VA 22601-3871 (540) 536-5555 

PRATT MED CTR- SENTARA LAB 12101 CAROL LN FREDERICKSBURG VA 22407-6101 (540) 785-7850 

QUEST DIAGNOSTIC NICHOLS INSTITUTE 14225 NEWBROOK DR CHANTILLY VA 20151-2228 (703) 802-6900 

QUEST DIAGNOSTICS INC 1901 SULPHUR SPRING RD, #1 BALTIMORE MD 21227-2943 (410) 247-9100 

SPECTRUM LABORATORY NETWORK 4380 FEDERAL DR STE 100 GREENSBORO NC 27410-8148 (336) 235-0405 

THE CLINIC LABORATORY ONE CLINIC DR RICHLANDS VA 24641-1102 (276) 964-1264 
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